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wide,1 and contains 950 square miles. Within this
area, the loss of life was great and most of the towns
were absolutely prostrated.

The next isoseismal, No. 2, which is also shown
more clearly in Fig. 9, bounds the area in whiclf the
loss of life was still great and many persons were
wounded, while large portions of the towns within it
were thrown down. Its length is 65 miles, width 47
miles, and area 2,240 square miles. The third isoseis-
mal includes a district in which buildings were only
occasionally thrown down, though none escaped some
slight damage, and in which practically no loss of life
occurred. This curve is 103 miles long, 82 miles
wide, and includes 6,615 square miles. Lastly, the
fourth isoseismal marks the boundary of the disturbed
area, which is 250 miles long, 210 miles wide, and
contains not more than 39,200 square miles; an
amount that must be regarded as strangely small,
and hardly justifying Mallet's estimate of the Neapol-
itan earthquake as the third among European earth-
quakes in extent as well as in seventy.

DAMAGE CAUSED  BY THE EARTHQUAKE.

As regards destruction to life and property, however,
the Neapolitan earthquake owns but few European
rivals. Less favourable conditions for withstanding a
great shock are seldom, indeed, to be found than
those possessed by the mediaeval towns and villages
of the meizoseismal area. In buildings of every class,
the walls are very thick and consist as a rule of a
coarse, short-bedded, ill-laid rubble masonry, without

1 The linear dimensions of the isoseismal lines are obtained by
measurements from Mallet's maps. The areas are given by him in
geographical square miles.